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Copyc of a 5 IRIS 


Preſented to the 


2 KIN G of Spain, 


I ct Peter a de Quir, touch= 
ing the Diſcovery of the Fifth part of 
\ the World, called Terra Auſtralis 
Incognita, and of the great Riches 
and Feroiny of the Aan 


81, 


Am called Captain Petes 7 "9 "a 

De 9nir, a moſt humble Servant 

and Subject of your Majeſty's, who 
in all Submiſſion do ſhew unto 2 
you, that this is the Eighth Perition, 
which by me hath been preſented ro your rr 
Majeſty's View, to perſwade the Con- 1 
duction of ſome Colonies, unto the * 
Land which your Majeſty hath com- 
mended. to be diſcovered in the Coun- 


try 


6 he Petition of 

try of Terra Auſtralis incognita: Ang 
yet to this Hour no Reſolution is ta- 
ken in this Affair, neither have l received 
any Anſwer or Hope, whereby I might 
reft aſſured to obtain my Diſpatch, al- 


though I have attended Fourteen Months 
in your Court, and have employ'd Four- 
teen Years in this Diſcovery, unto the 
which I have been induced by the meer 
Goodneſs of the Cauſe, and in the Aſ- 


ſuredneſs of the ſame have obdurated 


my ſelf againſt all Difficulties and Con- 

tradictions whatſoever. I have deſperate- 
ly expoſed my ſelf to a thouſand Perils 
both by Sea and Land, I have diminiſh- 
ed and ſunk my Eſtate, I have been 


travailed with many Afflictions in my 


| Perſon, and ſuffered ſuch ſtrange and 
extraordinary Croſſes, that they ſeem al- 


moſt incredible to my ſelf; and all, that 
fo Religious an Undertake ſhould not 
unworthily be abandoned. In regard 


| whereof, i do moſt humbly beſeech your 


Majeſty in the Bowels of the Divine 
Charity, that you would be pleaſed to 


take Order, that I be not deprived of 


the Fruits of this Deſign, which with 
ſuch Inſtance I do deſitre, and which 


with ſo much Juſtice are due unto my 


con- 
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Captain de Quir, 7 
continual Pains and Travel: Nor that I 
be debarr'd from the Effects of fo con- 
ſiderable and well-grounded a Requeſt, 
whole principal Scope is the Glory of 
God, and of your Majeſty, and from 
whence infinite Benefits are likely to iſſue 
forth, which will live as long as the Fa- 
brick of the World ſhall ſubſiſt, and aſter 

the Diffolution thereof, will remain to all 
Eternity. 
Touching the uten of theſe Regi- 
ons newly diſcovered, grounding my 
© Judgment on chat which 1 haye ſeen 
with mine own Eyes, and upon that 
= which Captain Lewes Paex de Torres Ad- 
miral of my Fleet, hath repreſented un- 
8 your Majeſty, the Length thereof is 
as great as all Furope and Aſia the Leſs, 
unto the Sea of Bachu, Perſia, and all the 
Iſles, as well of the Ocean, as of the 
Medeterranean Sea, taking England and 
Tſand into this Account. 
This unknown Country is the Fifth 
part of the Terreſtrial Globe, and ex- 
xenderh it felf to ſuch Length, that in 
probability it is ewice greater in King- 
doms and Seignories, than all that 
. at this Day oth 5" Is. 
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Theſe Regions know no Neighbour- 


8 The Petition of 
Subjection and Obedience unto your Ma- 


hood either of Turks or Moors, or of 
any other Nation which attempteth War 
upon confining Countries. The Land 


which we have diſcovered is all ſeared 


within the Torrid Zone, and a great 


and in ſome Places a little leſs. And if 
the Succeſs prove anſwerable unto the 


Tract thereoſ reacheth unto the Equi- 
noctial Circle, which is elevated unto 
them to 90 Degrees above the Horizon, 


Hopes, there will be found Antipodes un- 
to the better part of Africk, unto all 
Europe, and to the greater Portion of 
Alia. But you muſt obſerve, that as 


the Countries which we have diſcover d 


* 
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All thoſe Quarters ſwarm with an in- 


credible Multitude of inhabitants, where- 
of ſome are white, others black, and in 
Colour like unto thoſe which the Spa- 


niards call Mulatos, or half Moors, and 


others 


in 15 Degrees of Latitude, are better 
than Spain, ſo the other which are oppo- 
ſed to their Elevation, muſt by Propor- 
tion and Analogy prove ſome Terreſtrial 
Paradiſe. „ 7 
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Captain de Quit. 9 
others of a mingled Complexion. Some 
wear their Hair long, black, and ſcar- 
-ter'd, others have their Hair criſped 
thick, and others very yellow and bright. 8 
Which Diverſity is an apparent Argu- 
ment, that there is Commerce and Com- 
munication amongſt them. And this 
Conſideration, together with the Boun · 
ty which Nature hath beſtowed on the 
Soil, their Incxperience of Artillery and 
Guns, and their Unskilfulneſs in labour- 
ing in Mines, with other ſemblable Cir- 
cumſtances. doth ind uce me to infer, that 
all the Country is rich and well-pegpled. 
It ſeemeth they know little what beiong- 
eth to Artificial Trades; for they have 
neither Fortiſications nor Walls, and live 
without the Awe of Kings or Laws. 
They are a ſimple People, canton d into 
ſeyeral Sects, and Factions, and exerciſe 
much Diſagreement amongſt themiclves. 
The Arms which chey uſe are Bows and 
: Arrows, which? are not poiloned or ſleeped 
5 the juice ot venomous Herbs. as che 

Cuſtom, is of many other Countries: 
They. do alſo carry Clubs, Truncheons, 
Pikes, Darts, to burl wi 1 Arm, all 

Wen are re framed 1 of 0 
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3 and Obedience unto your Ma- 
jay. ET. 
Theſe Regions know no Neighbour- 


hood either of 7urks or Moors, or of 
any other Nation which attempteth War 
upon confining Countries. The Land 


which we have diſcovered is all feared 


within the Torrid Zone, and a great 
Trac thereof reacheth unto the Equi- 
noctial Circle, which is elevated unto 


Ala. But you muſt obſerve, that as 
the Countries which we have diſcover d 
in 15 Degrees of Latitude, . are better 


Paradiſe. 5 


All thoſe Quarters ſwarm with an in- 


credible Multitude of inhabitants, where- 

of ſome are white, others black, and in 

Colour like unto thoſe which the Spa- 

niards call Malatos, or half Moors, and 
e 1 others 


them to 9o Degrees above the Horizon, 
and in ſome Places a little leſs. And if 
the Succeſs prove anſwerable unto the 
Hopes, there will be found Antipodes un- 
to the better part of Africk, unto all 
Europe, and to the greater Portion of 


than Spain, ſo the other which are oppo- 
{ed to their Elevation, muſt by Propor- 
tion and Analogy prove ſome Terreſtrial 
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others of a mingled Complexion. Some 


wear their Hair long, black, and ſcat- 
ter'd, others bave x Hair criſped and 
thick, and others very yellow and rien, 
Which Diverſity is an apparent Argu- 


ment, that there is Commerce and Com- 
municat ion amongſt them. And this 


Conſideration, together with the Boun - 
ty which Nature hath beſtowed on the 
Soil, their Inexperience of Artillery and 
Guns, and their Unskilfulneſs in labour- 
ing in Mines, with other ſemblable Cir- 
cumſtances, doth induce me to infer,.that 
all the Country is rich and well-pegpled. 

It ſeemeth they know little what belong 
eth to Artificial Trades; for they have 
neither Fortiſications nor Walls, and live 


without the Awe of Kings or Laws. 
They are a ſimple People, canton d into 
ſeveral Sets, and Factions, and exerciſe 


much Diſagreement amongſt themielves. 
The Arms which they uſe are Bows and 
Arrows, which are not poiloned or {iceped 


in the Juice ot venomous Herbs. as the 
Cuſtom is of many other Countries : 


They do alſo carry Clubs, Truncheons, 


Pikes, Darts, to hurl with the Arm, all 
(Mich; are framed only of Wood. 221 
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16 The Petition of 


do cover themſelyes from the Waſte or 


Girdlitig-place down to the half of their 


Thighs 3 they are very ſtudious of 
Oleanlineſs, tractable, gleeful, and won- 
derouſſy addicted to be grateful unto 


thoſe that do them a Courteſie, as 1 


have experienced many times. The 


which doth build in me a belief, that, 


with the Aſſiſtance of God, if they may 
be gently and amiably intreated, they 
will be found very docible and eaſie of 
Manage, and that we ſhall without much 


Work accommodate our {tlyes unto them. 


And+ it is moſt neceſſary ro obſerve this 


\ 


way of Sweernels, eſpecially in the Be- 
ginning, that the Inhabitants may be 


rawn along to this fo holy and ſaving 


an End, whereof we ought to take a par- 
ticular Care and Zeal, as well in ſmall 
things, as in Matters of more Impor- 
trance. Their Houſes are built of Wood, 
covered and ciled with Palm-rree Leaves; 
they have Pitchers and Veſſels made of 
Earth, they are not without the Myftery 


of Weaving, and other Curioſities of that 
kind. They work on Marble, they have 


Flutes, Drums and Wooden-Spoons, they 
ſet apart tertain Places for Oratories and 
8 bs Prayers, 
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Captain de Quir. 11 


Prayers, and for Church- yards. Their 


Gardens are artificially ſeyercd into Beds, 
bordered and faſhioned with diſtinct Li- 
mits ; Mother of Pearl, and the Shells 
which contain Pearl, they have in much 


_ uſe and Eſtimation, of Ales they make 


Wedges. Razors, Saws, Culters, and ſuch 
like Inſtruments: They allo do make 
thereof Pearls and great Beads to wear 
about their Necks ; they that do dwell 
in the Iſlands have Boats very artificia ly 
made, and exceedingly commodious for 


Sailing, which is a certain Argument that 
they confine upon other Nations that are 


of amore poliſhed and elegant B haviour. 
And this alſo they have of our Hysban- 
dry, that they cut Cocks and geld Boars. 
Their Bread is uſually made of three 


Sorts of Roots, which grow there in great 


abundance. Neither do they employ 


much Labour in making this Bread, for 
they do only roaſt the Roots until they 


are {oft and tender. They are very plea- 
tant to the Taſte, wholſome and nou- 
riſhing, they are of a good Length, there 


being of them of an Ell long, and the 


half of that in Bigneſs. 
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12 The Petition of 


| There is great ſtore of excellent Fruits 
in theſe Countries. There are ſix kinds 
of Maple-trees, Almond - trees of four 


ſorts, and other Trees called Obi, reſem- 


bling almoſt in Fruit and Greatneſs our 


Quince- trees. Innumerable Walnut: trees 
are found there, and of Citron-trees 
the Barbarians have no Dearth, nor of 


other great and excellent Fruits, which 


we have ſeen and taſted. They have 
moreover Sugar- Canes, large in Size. and 
in great Plenty; they have Knowledge 
of our ordinary Apples; they have Palin: 


trees without Number, out of which 
there may eaſily be drawn a Juice, which 


will make a Liquor aliuding much to 
Wine, as alſo Whey, Vinegar, and Honey, 


the Kernels thereof are exceeding ſweet. 


And they have Fruits which the Indians, 


FY 


call 5 5 which being green do make a 


kind of Twine, and the Pith is almoſt 


like in Taſte unto the Cream of Milk : 


When they are ripe they ſerve for Meat 
and Drink both by Land and Sca: And 
when they wither and fall from the Tree, 
there {weateth out an Oil from them, 
which is very good to burn in Lamps, 


and j 1 meaicingbie for Wound and not 
* c | un⸗ 
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| Fears great and little, and ſundry ſorts 


Captain de Quir. 13 
unpleaſant to be eaten. Of their Rinds 
or Barks there are made Bottles, and o- 
ther like Veſſels, and the inner Skin doth 
ſerve for Tow or Moſs to ſtop and cloſe 
up the Leakes in Ships. Men do make 


Cables and other Cordage of them, which 


are of ſufficient Strength to draw a Can- 
non, and are fit for other domeſtick Uſes. 
But that which is more ſpecial, they do 
there ule the Leaves of Palm-trees, which 


they amaſs together, to make Sails of 


them for Veſſels of ſmall Bulk and Bur- 


then. They make likewiſe fine thin 


Matts of them, and they do ſerve for 


Tiles to cover the Houſe: without, and 


for Hangings to cloath the Houſe with- 
in. And theſe Houſes are built of the 


Branches of Trees that are ſtrait and long, 


of which they do likewiſe make Pikes, 
and other ſorts of Weapons, as alſo Oars 
to row with, and Utenſils for the Houſe, 
You-are to note, that theſe Palm-trees 
reſemble Vines, from whence they gather 
their Materials for Wine all the Year 


long, which they make without much 
Coſt, or Labour. Amongſt their Herbage 


and Garden-Fruits; we have ſeen Melons, 


of 


—— — — . = q —_—_— — — — 
* —— — — — — — . ; - . | « — Rog. a — — — tiger => . — wp Z 
, * - -— > N 2 8 — —— * 
5 a : 3 . ** 2 
e — p or 5 : © Te” och l - 
. — - — PU ng mee 3 ——— 15 —— 
d * oo 2 * - „Nr 0 " = 26. a 
1 a A 2 d . . a „ r 0 
* — — ——— pry e 1 — 
3 * 4 bh — 
1 55 2 1 „ . B 1 * 5 2 1 I 6 4 
* ? T. . 893 * L a . - A 1 : — es N 8 
1 * * W . * eee 0 
0 


14 The Petition ß 


ol Pot-Herbs, And they have alſo Beans 
For Fleſh, they are ſtored with a great 


Number of Hogs, which are like unta 


ours. They have Hens, Capons, Par- 
tridges, Ducks, Turtles, Pigeons, Stock- 


Doves, and Goats, as one of my Cap- 
tains doth relate. And the Indians them- 
{elves have aſſured us that there are 
Cows and Oxen. There are alſo ſundry 
ſarts of Fiſh, Harghi, Perſereyes, Lize, 
Soles, Trouts, Shads, Macabiſes, Caſanes, 
Pampani, Pilchards, Thorn backs or Skate - 
fiſh, Cuculi, Congers, Porpoſes, Rochets, 


Muskles, Lobſters, and many other, the 
Names whereof I cannot now remember. 
But it is probable that there are divers 
other kinds, ſince thoſe which I have re- 
counted were taken hard by our Ships. 
And upon ripe and ſerious Conſidera- 
tion of that which | have repreſented 
unto you, a Man may ecaſily collect, 
that ſuch plentiful and different Varie- 
ties of all things, may yield large means 
to inhabit there, with great and ſingulat 


Delights. There is Stuff for March- 


panes and ſweet Confections of all ſorts. 
without borrowing any Spice for the 
Compoſition of chem clſewhere. * 
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Captain de Quir. 1 
for my Mares the Marigers, beſides 
thoſe Particulars which I have before ſer 
down, there will be no want of Gan- 
mons, Sauſages, and other (alt Meats 


which Hogs ds yield; neither of Vine- 


gar, Spiceries, and other Sauces that ſerve 
for Delicacy, and to awake the 'Appe: 


ttite. And you muſt obſerve; that many 


of theſe things are the ſame with hoſe 
which we have in our Parts, and pofſi- 


bly they are there in greater abundance; 


by all which it is eaſily to be conjectured, 


on of all that which groweth in Europr. 


The Riches which 1 haye feen in thoſe | 
parts is Silver and Pearl. Another Cap- 


hath ſeen Gold, which are the three 
moſt precious Darlings that lie and are 
cheriſhed in the Boſom of Nature. We 
have alſoboth of us ſeen many Nutmegs, 


much Maſtick, Ginger, and Pepper. There 


is alfo Cinamon; and it is likely rhat 
loves may be found in choſe parts, ſinee 
ſo many other ſorts of Spiceries and Aro 
matical Drugs do proſper there; and that 
rhe rather, becauſe theſe Countries lie ve- 
ry near the parallel of the Iles of Terre- 


nate, 
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of Wood ptoper for the Building of as 


of Materials there are wherewithal to 


16 The Petition of 

natte, Bachian, and the Moluccos. There 
are likewiſe Materials for all forts of 
Silk, and we have {een Anile-ſeed and 
excellent good Ebony, as alſo. other kinds 


many Ships as one will defire, and Stuff 
to make Sails for the ſame. Three ſorts 


make Cordage, and one of them is very 


like unto our Hemp. Moreover, out of 
the Oil of Cocos, whereof I have already 
made mention, there is a kind of bitu- 


minous Stuff extracted, called Galagala, 
which may be well uſed for. Pitch. They 
make alſo a kind of Roſen, with which 
the Indians pitch their Boats, which they 
call Piraques, - And ſince there are Goats 
and Cows in thoſe parts, without que- 
ſtion we ſhall have Goat-Skins, Leather, 


Tallow, and Fleſh in full abundance. 
The. Bees which we have ſeen there do 


make proof, that there will be no Scar- 
city of Honey and Wax. And there is 


good Appearance to diſcover many other 
things which are not yet known, to ſay 


nothing touching the Form and Site of 
the Country. Unto all which, if that 


beacjoined, which the Induſtry of Man 


—_ . 


Captain de Quir. 17 
may contribute to thoſe Parts, ſince there 
zs ſuch abundance of Commodities, which 
the Country itſelf doth yield, and ſuch 
Hope to tranſport thither thoſe things 
Which grow with us, the beſt and choiceſt 
| Whereof that Peru and New Spain bring 
forth, 1 have reſolved to transfer thither; 
it is to be hoped that this will fo enrich 
that Country, that it will be able to noy- 
riſh and furniſh not only the Inhabitants 
of the ſame, and thoſe of America, but 


WE 
* x * 
* 


give an Acceſſion unto Spain itſelf both of 
Riches an< Extent of Command: And 


this may be accompliſhed after the man- 


ner which I have projected, and will un- 


fold unto thoſe which ſhall lend an af: 


ſiſting Hand for the Guiding and Conſum - 


mation of this Work. 85 a 85 
Now by that Land which we have 


already diſcoyered outwardly and along 
the Shores, without Entrance into the 


inward Parts, we do conceive a certain 
Argument, that as much Riches, Com- 
modities, and Greatneſs, may be hoped 
for from thence, as we have already in 
theſe Countries. And you may be pleaſed 


to underſtand that my principal Aim was 
ig take a View only 8 ample Regi. 


ons 


5 


18 De Petition of 
ons which we have diſcovered ; for by 
reaſon of many Sickneſſes which bave 


weakened me, and ſome other Chances, 


whercof I will at this time make no men- 
tion, | was not able to ſurvey all which 
I deſired, neither could I in a full Month 
have ſeen all that, which J was of my 


ſelf inclinable to view. 


You are not to make your Judgment of 


the Indians that inhabit theſe Countries ac - 


cording to the Honour of the People here, 
or conceive them to be affected with the 


ſame Deſires, Pleaſures, Neceſſities, or Eſti- 
mation of things chat we are: But you 


are to make account that they are a Peo- 


ple whoſe Care is ſtudiouſſy placed upon 
this, that they may live caſily in this 


World, and paſs their Days with the 


leaſt pain and Perturbation they can. And 


this is indeed their Practice, for they do 


not beſtow themſelves on thoſe things, 


which with ſuch Vexation and Tormony 


we here labour to obtain. 


There are found in this Country as 
many Commodities, both for the Sup- 
port and Delectation of the Life of Man, 


as may be expected from a Soil that is 
manurable, plealing and very temperate. 
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Captain de Quiz 19 


It. is a fat and a fertile Land, where in 
many places Clay is found, which will 
prove of excellent Uſe to build Houſes, 


and to make Tiles and Bricks, and will 


ſerve for whatſoever is uſually made of 
Earth. There is no Dearth of Marble 
and other good Stones, wherewith, if 


there be Occaſion, there may he built 


Structures of _ State and Magnis 
ficence. 08 - * 
The Coutcry -abounderdi in Wood, fle 


for all Works: r Uſes, whereunto the 


lame is commonly put. There are ſpa - 
cious and goodly Plains, and Fields that 
are divided and interlaced with Brooks; 
Trenches and Rivers, There are great 
and high Rocks, ſundry Totrents, Rivers 


great and little, on which Water- mills for 
Cogn may, with much Commodiouſneſs, 


be built and placed, as alſo Engines to 
make Sugar, 'Tucking mills, Forges, and 
all other Inſtruments which in their Uſe 
do require Water. 

-We haye found Salt · p its thees; 46d; 
Which is a Note of the "Fentliry of the 
Sdil, there are in many places Canes, 
whereof ſome are five or ſix Handfuls 
thick, with Fruit anſwetable to that Pro- 

= TS. portion, 


20 The Petition of 
portion. The Top of that Fruit is very 
{mall and hard, and the Skin thereof is 
_ exceeding ſweet. There are alſo Flints 
for Fire, equal in Goodneſs to thoſe of 
Madrid. The Bay of St. James and St. Phi- 
lip hath twenty Leagues of Bank, and 
is without Mud, into which there is a 
fure and ſafe Entrance both by Day and 
Night. It is ſheltered and covered with 
many Houſes, which in the Day-time we 
have ſeen a far off to ſend forth Smoak, 
and in the Night to ſhew forth Fire. 
The Haven, called The true Croſs, is of 
that ſpacious Capacity, that it is able to 
contain a Thouſand Ships. The Bottom, 
as I have ſaid, is without Mud, and hath 
a blackiſh colour'd Sand wherewithal it 
is covered. There are no Gulfs or deep 
Pits, but an aſſured and eaſie Ancho- 
rage in what part ſoever you will, from 
forty to half a Fathom; and it is between 
the Mouths of two Rivers, the one where- 
of is as great as that of Quadalguiver, 
and hath Mud of a Fathom deep, over 
which our Shalops and Boats did paſs.  ” 
For the other River, when our Skiffs 
went to water there, they found the En- 
trance ſafe and eaſie. And a Man _— 
from 
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Captain de Qui 21 
from the very Mouth of the River take 
in as much freſ Water as he will. The 


place where Ships may be unloaded hath 
three Leagues of Gravel, mingled with 


little Flints, blackiſh and very heavy, 


which will ſerve for Balaſt for Ships, 


The Bank is ſtraight and united, on 


which much green Graſs doth grow and 
proſper, and that makes me to conceive 
rhat the Sea doth not beat or rage there- 
upon : I obſerve that the Trees are 
ſtrait, and the Branches not diſmembred, 
which is a Token that there are no Tem- 
peſts there. Touching the Port, beſides 
the Commodities which I have already 
diſcourſed of, there is one of marvellous 


Pleaſure and Contentation. And that is, 


at the Dawning of the Day you ſhall 
hear from a Wood, which is near ar 
hand, a ſweet and various Harmony of 
a thouſand Birds: of all forts, amongſt 
which we could diſtinguiſh the Nightin- 


gales, Black-birds, Quails, Goldfinches, 
Swallows almoſt withour Number, Parro- 


_ chito's, and one Parrot we marked there, 


and Creatures of ſundry other kinds, e- 


ven down to Grals-hoppers and Field- 
Crickets, MLS : 


Every 


. 
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Every Morning and Evening we r&> 


ceived a moſt Qc oriferous ſweet Smell, 
ſent unto our Noſtrils from the infinite 
Diverſity of Flowers and Herbs which 


grow there, amongſt which we obſerved 
the Bloſſoms of Oranges and Baſil. All 


which (with a Number of other Varie- 


ties) doth make us think that the Air is 


clear and healthy, and that the Nature 
of the place is of a good Temperature, 


The Haven and Bay are therefore of the 


cater Eſtimation, becauſe they have the 


e eee of ſo many goadly, I- 


. 


lands that are there, and eſpecially of 


thoſe Seven: which are ſaid to have 200 


L Leagues of Extent: And ſurely: one of 


them (which is ſome twelye Leagues 
diſtant from the Haven) is fifty Leagues 
in Circuit. In brief, Sir, do affirm un- 


to your Majeſty, that you may give 


Command to have a goodly and great 


City built in this Port and Bay, which 
are in fifteen Degrees and forty Minutes 


of the Southern Elevation, and thoſe 


that ſhall inhabit there ſhall have plen- 


ty of Riches, and all other Conveniences 
which they can deſire. Time will ſhew 


and diſcover all theſe Commodities, and 


in 


(434% 


Captain de Quir. 23 
in this place there may be made the 
Diſcharge and Unloading of all the Wares 
and Merchandizes of the Countries of 
| Chilly, Peru, Panania, Macaraqua, Gntti- 
mala, New«Spain, Terre-natte, and the Phi- 
lippines, all which Countries are under 
the Command of your Majeſty. And 
if you ſhall acquire unto your (ſelf the 


do now preſent; I do make ſo great an 
Eſteem of them, that beſides their being 
the Key of all the reſt, they will (in my 
Opinion) prove another China or Fapan, 
and equalize the other rich Iſlands which 
are on this ſide of Aa in Traffick of cu- 
rious and precious Merchandizes, to 
ſpeak nothing of the Augmentation and 
Extent of your Power, and the Eſtabliſh- 
ment which you may make unto your 
ſelf of your Dominions by the Acceſſion 
of ſo great a Country. That which I 
have given unto your View in my Diſ- 
courſe is of much Slenderneſs, in regard of 
that which I do probably conceive of this 
Land, the which I am ready to make 
appeat in the Preſence of Mathematicians. 
Neither will I vex this Paper to demon- 
ſtrate unto you, that theſe Countries 
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will be able at the firſt Aboord to nou- 
riſh 20000 Spaniards. In Sum this is, 
Sir, the World whereof Spain is the 
Center, and that which I have related 
is the Nail by which you may judge of 
the whole Body, which I pray you” to 
take into your Obſer vation. 


You may judge by that which I have 


already repreſented, what the Goodneſs 
and Temperature of the Air is; where» 
unto this may be added for a further Te- 


ſtimony, that although all our Company 
were Strangers, yet never a one of them 


was ſick, albeit they were in continual 


Travel and Labour, and did ſometimes | 


ſwear, and ſometimes take Wet, They 
drank Warer faſting, and fed many times 
.on that which the Earth did there bring 


forth. Neither had they any regard to keep 


themſelves from the Serenes; nor from 


the Moon or Sun, which indeed in thoſe 
Parts is not over-vehement. Only abour 
Mid-night, they covered themſelves with 


Wool, and did lie and repoſe themſelves 


thereupon. And for the RN they 
are commonly healthy, and many of 


them very aged, although they have no. 


thing bur the bare Earth for their Pallet, 
f ph ch 
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' Which: is an Argument of the Whole- 
ſomeneſs and Puteneſs of the Soil. For if it 
were a wet and weeping Ground, or had 
any Viciouſneſs in the Mould, they would 
raiſe their Lodgings higher from the 
Earth, as they do that live in the PHi- 
lippines, and other Countries which I 
have viewed. And this is further con- 
armed by their Fleſh and Fiſh, which al- 


though it be unſalted, yer will it keep 


ſweet, and without Corruption two Days. 
And the Fruits which are brought from 
thence are exceeding good, as we had 


Proof by two that I took care to bring a- 
long with me, altho they had not rheir 
full Maturity and Growth when I gather- 


ed them from the Tree. We have not 
ſeen any barten and ſandy Ground, nor 
any Thiſt les, or Trees that ate thorny, 


or whoſe Roots do ſhew themſelves, no 
Marſhes or Fenns, no Snow upon the 


Mountains, no Snakes or Serpents, no 


Crocodiles in the Rivers, o Worms that 
uſe with us to hurt and conſume our 


Grain, and to work us ſo much Dil- 
pleaſure in our Houſes, no Fleas, Cat- 


Advantage of all tlie 
d 


give that hath the 
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Privileges that Nature hath beſtowed on 


other Places, and is worthy to be com- 
parcd, or rather preferred before any 
Delicacy of the Countries of India, ſome 
of which are abandoned and uninhabi- 


ted, mecrly by reaſon of theſe Incommo- 


modities, and of ſundry others that are 


diſtaſtful unto the Inhabitants, as my ſelf 
have oftentimes been Witneſs. 


Theſe (sir) are the Dees aca 


Fxcell:nces of the Countries which I 
have diſcovered, of which 1 have already 
taken the Poſſeſſion in the Name of your 


Majeſty, and under your Royal Banner, 


as appcareth by the. Acts which ]; keep 


lafcly in my Power, whereunto- 1 
ceeded after this enſuing manner. 
Firſt (Sir) we erected: a. Croſs, and 


built a Church in Honour of our Lady 
of Loretto. Then we cauſed Twenty 
Maſſes to be celebrated there, and our 
Troops made haſte thither to gain ſome 
Indulgences We alſo made a folemn_ 
Proceſtiog: and obſerved tie Feaſt of the 
Pleſſed Sacrament, the which was carry'd 
in Proceſſion, your Banner being ever dif- 


played, and marching before it thro'a great 


Circuit of Countries, which were honour d 
with the Preſence of the ſame: In 


ae 
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Captam de Quir. 27 
In three ſeveral Places we ſet up your 


Titles, in every one of which we pre- 
pared and erected two Columns, with 


the Arms of your Majeſty tricked and 


garniſhed thereupon: ſo that I may with 


goo l Right affiem, that ſince rhis will 
challenge to be one of the Paris of the 
World, the Impreſs of Plas ultra is ae- 
compliſhed, and becauſe it ſtretcheth 
unto the Continent, whether it de for- 
ward or behind it skills not, the Bounds 


of your Dominions are with much Spa— 
ciouſneſs enlarged. Now all this which 
I have performed receiveth irs Root from 


this the faithful Zeal which. bear unto 
your Majeſty, that to all the Titles which 


you already do poſſeſs, you may adjoin 
this which 1 een and that the Name 


of Terra Aus TRALIS Ix cor A may be 
blazoned and ſpread over the Face of the 
Whole World ro the Glory of God, who 
| hath revealed this Country, and hach gi- 
ven me the Grace to guide my Couric: 


"Ay 


thither, and to return to the breſence of 
your Majeſty, before whom Ido preſent 


and proltrate my ſelf with the ang Af- 


fection and Zeal unto this Work which 


I had before, and which hath grown up 


1 D 2 | with 
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with me as it were from my Cradle, 
and for rhe Nobleneſs and Worth there- 


of, J do (till tender and cheriſh the ſame 


with the greateſt Love that can be 


do confidently believe, that your 


Majeſty doth uſe ſo much Prudence in 


your Councils, and are ſo magnanimous 


and full of Chriſtian Piety, that you 
will (with your beſt Care) embrace all the 
Conducements which may further the 
Habitation of theſe new diſcovered Coun- 


tries. And the principal Reaſon to put 


a Tye and Obligation upon us not to 
leave them abandoned, is, in regard that 
this is the ſole ordinary way to eſtabliſh 
the Knowledge of God, and Faith among 
them, and to bring to pals that his Name 
may be adored and called upon, where 
the Devil uſurpeth ſo much Reverence 
and Invocation. And this ought to be 
cmbraced with the more Readineſs, be- 
cauſe it is the Channel to convey and 
diſperſe all abundance of Commodities 
Progr your Subjects. And hereby you 
ſhall pe caled of many Dit urbances and 


Vexations, which will aſſuredly be put 


upon you, in caſe the Hereticks ſhould 
enter and nellle there, and mould vent 


theix 
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0 Captain de Quir. 29 
” their erroneous Doctrines amongſt them, 
' whereby they would convert all the 
| Bleſſings which I have hitherto recount- 
ed unto you, into aſſured Incommodities 
and Miſchiefs, and would arrogate unto 
| themſelves the Name of the Lords of 
the Indies, to the utter Ruin and Deſo- 
lation of thoſe Countries. I make no 
queſtion but your Majeſty well weigh- 
eth of what Importance this Danger of 
which | {peak may prove, and what evil 
Conſequence ſome other Hazards may car- 
ry with them, which are either at this time 
imminent, or may ſucceed hereaſter. And 
if this ſhould happen, it would coſt you 
innumerable Thouſands of Gold and Men, 
before you ſhall be able to give a Reme- 
dy unto the ſame. Acquire therefore, 
Sir, while that Occaſion is offered you 
(chat one Day you may purchaſe Hea- 
ven unto yourſelf:) Acquire (1 tay) witch 
2 little Money, which you miſplace upon 
Peru, a never-dying Reputation, and this 
New World with all the Benefits which 
it reacheth out unto you. And fince 
there is none that craveth a Reward for 
theſe good Tidings that is brought you 
concerning ſo great and ſingular a 1 20 
ſing 
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ſing, which God hath been pleaſed to 
lock up until your happy time, I am he, 
Sir, that do demand it, and my bum- 
ble Requeſt unto you is only this, That 
you would be of that Graciouinels unto 
me, as to diſpatch and give me mine 
Anſwer ; for the Galleons are ready to 
| hoiſe Sail, and I have much way to go, 
and many things mult be fitted and diſ- 
poſed for the Voyage. There is no Hour 
paſſes, which carrieth not with it an al- 
ſured” Loſs both in regard of ſpiritual and 
temporal Bleſſings, the Damage whereof 
can never be made up or repaired. 

If upon a bare Suſpicion Chriſcophorus 
Columbus did purſue his Deſign with ſo 
much Obſtinacy, you are not to account 
it ſtrange in me if the Things which I 
have beheld with mine Eyes, and touch'd 
with mine Hands, do put ſome kind of 
Contraine upon me to be importunate. 
Let it therefore pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Wen ſo many Expedients which you 
have at hand, to {ever and put apart ſome 
one for the Accompliſhment of this Work, 
that after all theſe Languiſhments, I may 

at length meet with the Succels of my 


Deſires. 190 aſlure you that you will 
Ss find 
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Luan de ui. - 41 
find my Propoſitions moſt juſt, and that 


[ ſhall be of Sufficiency to give you Satiſ- 
faction in all things. This, Sir, is a 


great Work, againſt which the Devil doth 


bandy himſelf with all the Puiſſance he 
may; and it is not conſonant to Reaſon, 


to abandon theſe Countries to his Ty- 


ranny and Power, which do know your 
| Majeſty for their Patron and Defender. 
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